MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
Small wonder then that Maude Adams in her girlish slightness seemed to me too fragile for a leading woman. As a matter of fact she was never ill and never away from rehearsals in the years she played with me.
It was Mrs. Drew, my wife, who first suggested that Maude Adams become my leading woman. Maude Adams had been on the stage almost from childhood. Her mother was leading woman in the stock company at the Salt Lake Theatre. The family name was Kis-kadden. Maude, herself, had appeared when quite young in Hoyt's play, A Midnight Bell. After that she left the stage to go to school.
As Nell, the consumptive factory girl, in an American adaptation of Ludwig Fulda's play, The Lost Paradise, she had made a hit. I saw her first, however, as Evangeline Bender in a farce which William Gillette had adapted from the French, called All the Comforts of Home. In this Forbes Robertson's brother, Ian, played an old, deaf fellow. The two things that I remember about the play are: the delicate charm of Maude Adams and the fact that all the other characters yelled at Ian Robertson.
When I was in San Francisco Maude Adams, who was playing at another theatre, came to the Baldwin been getting. He made it appear that it,was something that I had neglected.inexpedient to continue thisMr. Stanford White its admirable reconstruction and embellishment, while to the poet Aldrich we are indebted for the choice of our appropriate and comprehensive title, the world being but a stage where every man must "play his part." Mine just now, as the New Year dawns, is a very happy one, since it permits me too Pilnuit ....... . ........ .. MB. JAMES Lewis
